
 
 

ESTATES AND PROTECTED INDIVIDUALS CODE (EXCERPT) 
Act 386 of 1998 
700.5202 Parental appointment of guardian for minor. 
Sec. 5202. (1) The parent of an unmarried minor may appoint a guardian for the minor by will or 
by another writing signed by the parent and attested by at least 2 witnesses. 
(2) Subject to the right of the minor under section 5203, if both parents are dead or have been 
adjudged to be legally incapacitated or the surviving parent has no parental rights or has been 
adjudged to be legally incapacitated, a parental appointment becomes effective when the 
guardian's acceptance is filed in the court in which the will containing the nomination is probated 
or, if the nomination is contained in a nontestamentary nominating instrument or the testator who 
made the nomination is not deceased, when the guardian's acceptance is filed in the court at the 
place where the minor resides or is present. If both parents are dead, an effective appointment by 
the parent who died later has priority. 
(3) A parental appointment effected by filing the guardian's acceptance under a will probated in 
the state of the testator's domicile is effective in this state. 
(4) Upon acceptance of appointment, the guardian shall give written notice of acceptance to the 
minor and to the person having the minor's care or the minor's nearest adult relative. 
 
History: 1998, Act 386, Eff. Apr. 1, 2000;⎯Am. 2000, Act 54, Eff. Apr. 1, 2000;⎯Am. 2005, 
Act 204, Imd. Eff. Nov. 10, 2005. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



PARENTAL APPOINTMENT OF GUARDIAN 
 

 I, _____________________________, of _______________________________, desire to 
appoint a guardian for my minor children: _________________________________ 
______________________________________________________.  Upon my death or incapacity, 
I hereby appoint the following persons, in the order named, as guardian of any minor children of 
mine:  First, my ____________________, _________________________________; Second, my 
____________________, _________________________________; and Third, my 
____________________, _________________________________. 
 This Parental Appointment of Guardian is made and given pursuant to Section 5202 of 
the Estates and Protected Individuals Code, being MCL § 700.5202. 
 Executed this       day of           , 200     . 
 
 SIGNED BY: 
 
 ______________________________________ 
       (Parent) 
  
 We, _____________________________, and _______________________________, the 
witnesses, sign our names to this document and have taken an oath, administered by the officer 
whose signature and seal appear on this document, to swear that all of the following statements 
are true:  the individual signing this document as the parent executes the document as his or her 
parental appointment of guardian, signs it willingly, and executes it as his or her voluntary act for 
the purposes expressed in this document; each of us, in the parent’s presence, signs this 
document as witness to the parent’s signature; and to the best of our knowledge, the parent is 18 
years of age or older, of sound mind, and under no constraint or undue influence. 
 
 
____________________________________ ____________________________________ 
                                            (Witness)                                               (Witness) 
 
STATE OF __________________ ) 
     )  ss. 
COUNTY OF ________________ ) 
 
 Sworn to and signed in my presence by _______________________________________, 
parent, and sworn to and signed in my presence by ______________________________,and 
________________________, witnesses, on ________________________, 200__. 
 

______________________________________ 
 
Notary Public 
_______________ County, ________________ 
My Commission Expires:  _________________ 
Acting in the County of ___________________ 
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